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PRESS RELEASE 
 

Cyient Endows Chair in Future Communications at IIT Hyderabad 
 
Prof. P. Rajalakshmi, Department of Electrical Engineering at IITH, selected as the first Chair professor 

Hyderabad, June 21, 2021: Cyient, a global engineering, manufacturing, and digital technology 
solutions company, today announced that it has established an endowed chair in the field of new-
age communications at the Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad (IITH).  Prof. P. Rajalakshmi, 
Department of Electrical Engineering at IITH, was chosen as the first appointee of the Cyient Chair 
in Future Communications.  The Cyient Chair will endow the professorship with an honorarium 
of Rs. 25,000/pm and a contingency grant of Rs. 1,00,000 per year for three years to further 
research and development in the field. 
 
A young IIT established in 2008, IITH is a top-ranking institute, and among the Top 20 in the recent 
Ministry of Education’s ARIIA rankings under “Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development.” 
It has a strong research focus with state-of-the-art labs, research and entrepreneurship centers, 
and students and faculty at the forefront of innovation.  
 
A selection committee comprising IITH Director Prof. B. S. Murty, Chair Professor Ranjan Mallik, 
IIT Delhi, and Prabhakar Atla, Senior VP & Business Unit Head – Communications and Utilities, 
Cyient, picked Prof. P. Rajalakshmi for her significant contributions in the field of new-age 
communications technology.  
 
Conveying his wishes on the occasion, Krishna Bodanapu, Managing Director and Chief 
Executive Officer, Cyient, said, “We are honored to be associated with IIT-Hyderabad and its 
initiatives to nurture creative talent. The Cyient Chair is a significant step forward in deepening 
the relationship between academia and enterprise to accelerate innovation. Helping attract the 
best minds and providing opportunities to experiment with new ideas and incubate technologies 
is exciting for Cyient. This is another important step of delivering on our vision of applying 
technology imaginatively to solve problems that matter.” 

 
Expressing his delight on the endowment, Prof. B. S. Murty, Director, IIT Hyderabad, said, “IIT 
Hyderabad shares a special bond with Cyient Limited and is indebted to them for establishing the 
first Chair Professor position at IIT Hyderabad—the ‘Cyient Chair in Future Communications.’ I am 
hopeful that this pioneering Chair established by Cyient will be the nucleation event that leads to 
many more such Chairs at IITH to help in the growth of the institute and the country at large.” 
 
Prof. P. Rajalakshmi, IITH Chair Professor, Cyient Chair in Future Communications, said, “It is 
indeed a moment of pride to be recognized and picked for this Chair. I am thankful to the selection 
committee for appreciating my work in the field of communications. This recognition will surely 
result in more good research in the future to come.” 
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About Cyient:  
 
Cyient (Estd: 1991, NSE: CYIENT) is a global engineering and digital technology solutions 

company. As a Design, Build, and Maintain partner for leading organizations worldwide, Cyient 

takes solution ownership across the value chain to help customers focus on their core, innovate, 

and stay ahead of the curve. The company leverages digital technologies, advanced analytics 

capabilities, domain knowledge, and technical expertise to solve complex business problems.  

Cyient partners with customers to operate as part of their extended team in ways that best suit 
their organization’s culture and requirements. Cyient’s industry focus includes aerospace and 
defense, medical technology and healthcare, telecommunications, rail transportation, 
semiconductor, geospatial, industrial products, and energy and utilities. 
 
About IIT Hyderabad 
Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad (IITH) is one of the six new IITs established by the 
Government of India in 2008. In a short span of 12 years, the institute has become a top ranker 
and currently has 241 full-time faculty, 3,397 students (20% women), and nearly 200 state-of-
the-art laboratories and five research and entrepreneurship centers. The institute has a strong 
research focus with more than Rs 435 crore of sanctioned research funding with PhD scholars 
accounting for about 30% of total student strength. IITH has to its credit more than 5500 research 
publications, 166 patent disclosures, 1440 sponsored/consultancy projects, and 50 industry and 
academic collaborations.  
To know more, please visit: https://www.iith.ac.in/  
----------------------------------------------------- 
Follow us on Twitter - https://twitter.com/IITHyderabad  
Follow us on Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/iithyderabad/  
Follow us on Instagram - https://www.instagram.com/iithyderabad/  
Follow us on LinkedIn - https://www.linkedin.com/school/indian-inst-of-technology-
yderabad/mycompany/  
-------------------------------------------------- 
Please direct all media queries to: 
Mrs. Mitalee Agrawal | Public Relations Officer, IIT Hyderabad 
Cell: 8331036099 / Email: pro@iith.ac.in 
-------------------------------------------------- 
You can view all press release/ note from IIT Hyderabad at: https://pcr.iith.ac.in/pressrelease.html 
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